
For more information contact Kristin Hendricks at 990-9798 or info@fitnesscouncil.org 
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During the summer of 2004 high school students 
in the Student Coalition for Walkable 
Communities, the youth portion of Project U-
Turn, partnered with the Jackson Transportation 
Authority (JTA) to evaluate buses from a youth 
perspective.  The youth spent the day riding 
buses on various routes and rating the buses on 
their condition, comfort, and efficiency.  
Suggestions for improvement included displaying 
time schedules at key stops and central locations 
to help first-time riders feel more comfortable 
trying the bus system. The top suggestion of 
youth was to have the bus run to places youth 
frequented at times (evening) that were convenient to youth. As a result of this assessment JTA 
and Project U-Turn youth decided to work together to create a Cool Bus Youth Route. 
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 Create a bus that would be comfortable and enjoyable for youth to ride. It may include things like 
comfy couches, artwork, and entertainment.  

 Create a route to youth destinations (mall, movies, downtown etc.) during the evening hours. 
 Increase youth access to affordable transportation to entertainment destinations in Jackson, 

including the downtown.  
 Increase acceptability of public transportation among youth. 
 Build high school student leadership. 
 Improve choice of modes for youth to those that incorporate walking and biking. 
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The Student Coalition hosted a movie event at Michigan Theatre November 5th to kick-off 

planning for the Cool bus. The students invited high 
and middle school students from across the county 
to be treated to a free movie and give their opinions 
on what would make the interior and exterior of the 
bus cool. Close to 50 students gave their thoughts 
about things from wheels, to seats, to 
entertainment. Some of the most popular answers 
were colorful painting/decoration inside and out, 
TVs playing music videos, and a seating 
arrangement that would allow more interaction 
between riders.  
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The next step is to get youth feedback about where the Cool Bus should go and what times it 
should travel. Simultaneously, the Fitness Council and JTA are seeking the remaining funding 
needed to complete the physical modifications to the Cool Bus. The Cool Bus project is 
supported by the Fitness Council of Jackson and JTA along with the Jackson County 
Community Foundation and Active Living by Design a national program of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. Project U-Turn is a Cool Cities initiative.  


